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Session Two

Becoming Living Stones, Offering Spiritual Sacrifices
Theme Scripture:

Coming to Him as to a living stone... chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are
being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ... But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
His own special people, that you may proclaim the1 praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:4-5, 9)

1. What is the relationship between the Lord as a living stone and us being
like living stones?

o [He]raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus... (Ephesians 2:6)

o Paultestified: "For to me, to live is Christ..." (Philippians 1:21a), because he knew "itis
no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20).

2. Why must we become living stones?
1) To be built up as a spiritual house for God (v. 53a)
2) To become priests, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God (v. 5b)
a. A holy priesthood (v. 5)

b. Aroyal priesthood (v. 9)
3. What does it mean to "offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God"?

[Reference Scripture]: Leviticus (Viewing the practical implementation of "offering spiritual
sacrifices" in the New Testament through the "regulations for priests" in the Old Testament)

1) Purifying oneself: Living a life set apart (sanctified)

If anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful
for the Master, prepared for every good work. (2 Timothy 2:21)

2) Wearing holy garments: Putting on Christ

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Galatians 3:27) / But put
on the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 13:14)

3) Offering at the outer court and living within the veil: Serving the living God



Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us... (Hebrews 10:19-20)

4) According to the "pattern on the mountain": Building and serving according to God’s heart

See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain. (Hebrews
8:5)

5) Teaching God’s law and blessing the people: Becoming a blessing to God’s house

o Forthe lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and people should seek the law from his
mouth. (Malachi 2:7)

o Sothey shall put My name on the children of Israel, and | will bless them. (Numbers
6:27)

o New Testament saints are a "royal priesthood," called not only to "proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:9), but also to
"diffuse the fragrance of Christ (His knowledge) in every place" (2 Corinthians 2:14),
becoming a blessing to everyone they contact and influence!



